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Scope of Research 
--------------------------- 
In Focus: Late Socialism 

Exile Communities 

Worldwide 

Exile 



We think that culture in 

Eastern Europe before 

1989 meant more than 

socialist realism and dull 

propaganda art: at 

certain times and places 

alternative cultural 

scenes flourished 

despite the strict 

controls of socialist 

regimes. 

 

We do research that 

tackles this rich and 

colourful legacy of 

cultural opposition in the 

former socialist 

countries of Eastern 

Europe by exploring 

and comparing 

collections on cultural 

opposition. 



COURAGE will show 

that people under 

authoritarian regimes 

frequently created 

cultural products that 

they themselves treated 

as a civil practice of 

dissent. 

 

COURAGE will analyse 

such practices on a 

comparative and 

transnational basis. 
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